Statistics 431: Statistical Inference
Facts and Formulas

Probability foundations

The normal distribution and its samples

« The probability density function of Bl (u, o?) rv is

1 1(x — w)?
0= em(—5 ")

* The population mean ig; the population SD i .

* ForasampleXy, ..., X, of sizen from a normal population,

— The sample estimate @f is the sample mean
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— The sample estimate ef is the sample variance
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* The distribution of the normal sample meaX:~ N(u, c2/n). The SD ofX, ¢//n, is also
called the standard error (SE) ¥t We estimate it a§/./n.

« X and$? are independent as rvs. The distribution of the sample varignee1)S? ~ x2_,.

» The sample histogram and the normal quantile plot are two graphical tools to judge whether
a sample comes from an approximately normal population. Prefer the quantile plot.

The binomial distribution and its samples

» Let X countthe number of “successeshimdependent Bernoulli trials, each with probability
p of “success.” TherX has the binomial distributior)X ~ Bin(n, p). The probability mass
function of a binomial rv is

P(X:k):(E)pk(l—p)“_k, k=0,...,n.



The population mean 8p; the population SD is/np(1 — p) .

For a binomial rvX based on a Bernoulli sampH, .. ., Z, from a population, the estimate
of pisp= X/n.

The SD ofpis /p(1 — p)/n; itis also called the SE ob. We estimate it ag/ p(1 — p)/n.
For largen, the distribution ofp is approximatelyN(p, p(1 — p)/n).

Chapter 7: Confidence intervals

One sample mean

* A 100y % = 100(1 — «)% confidence interval (CI) for an unknown population meahas
the general form

_ o* _ o* _ o*
X+C*. = X-C*. X+ C*.
Jn ( VR ﬁ)’

whereC* is an appropriate upper quantile antlis an appropriate population SD or estimate
thereof. The meaning of the confidence statement isB{at € Interval) = y, at least
approximately. The important situations are:

— o known and either population normal orarge: ¢* = ¢ andC* = z,», the (a/2)
upper quantile of the standard normal.

— o unknown andh large:¢* = SandC* = z,,.

— o unknown and population normat* = SandC* = t, ».n_1, the(a/2) upper quantile
of thet distribution withn — 1 degrees of freedom (df).

* The sample size needed to get an interval of widtis (approximately)

) = (2222

rounded up to the nearest integer. Whens unknown, use an estimate from previous
experience or from the corresponding valuesah a pilot experiment.

One population proportion

» Whenn is large (saynp(1 — p) > 20) andp is not too near O or 1, you can use the classical
large-sample Cl formula,
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* Otherwise, use Wilson's formula

p-+22,,/2n JPA— )N+ 22 /402
1222 T2 2 :
1+7,/n 1+7 ,/n

* When in doubt, use Wilson’s formula — it is almost equivalent to the large-sample formula
on large samples, but is better on small samples.

» The sample size needed to get an interval of widtis
_ _\2
V= p))
w

b

n(w) = (ZZa/Z

rounded up to the nearest integer. H@ris a prior guess fop. A worst-case (possibly too
large)n is obtained by lettingd = 1/2.

One-sided confidence confidence interval (aka confidence bound)

* A100(1— a)% upper confidence bound results from replacinig the above by, andz, /»
by z, (ort,/2.n—1 by ty:n—1). The other end of the interval isco.

* A100(1 - )% lower confidence bound results from replacib@ the above by-, andz, »
by z, (ort, 2.;n—1 by t,;n—1). The other end of the interval isoo.

Prediction intervals

* LetY be a single future observation from a normal population distribution. A1.60x)%
prediction interval fory takes the formX + C* - ¢*,/1+ 1/n, with C* andc* as above.
The interval has the property thB{(Y € Interva) ~ 1 — a.

Chapter 8: Hypothesis tests

General theory

 Tests involve a null hypothesidp and an alternative hypothedi$a. A typical case tests
Ho: u = uo VS Ha : u # uo for an unknown mean parameter This is a two-sided test.
A one-sided test looks likelp : 4 < uoVvsSHa : u > uo. To conduct the test, we need a test
statisticT and a rejection region likel'| > cor T > c. Herec is the critical value.

» Suppose we are testirtp : ¢ < uoVSHa : u > uo. Then

P.eHo(RejectHg) = P(Type | erroyp for this
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and
P.en (Do not rejectHg) = P(Type Il erron = S for this u .

The significance levet is the probability of a Type I error at the boundary vajug The
power of the test i®, 1, (RejectHp)) = 1 — 5.

* If we observe the test statistic valle= t, the p-value is the smallest at which we can
rejectHp usingt. If you know thep-value of a test, you know the outcome &verylevela:

p-value< a = reject; p-value> a = do notreject

» Duality: for the usual two-sided tests, a lewdlest doesiotrejectHy : 1 = uo exactly when
a 1001 — a)% ClI for u containsuo. (There is a similar relationship between one-sided tests
and upper/lower confidence bounds.)

Particular tests: one population mean

o AtestofHo: u = uoVvsHa : u # uorejects whenT| > C*, where

X — po
T = .
a*/4/N

Heres* andC* are as in the above discussion of two-sided confidence intervals.

» The p-value corresponding td =t can be found by looking up(|T| > t) for the normal
distribution (whem is large) or the,_1 distribution (whem is small). NOTE: because of
the absolute value signs, you must multiply the tabled value by 2.

» The sample siza at which a two-sided level test has power + g under the alternative’
is approximately
. (a*(Za/z -+ z/;))2 |
po — i’

In the one-sided case, pryt in place ofz, . (The resultingnis only valid if it is large, since
the formula uses large-sample normality).

e AtestofHo : u > uoVvsHa : u < uowould reject whenl < C*, whereC* is from the
lower confidence bound case discussed abg#alues can be found analogously (do not
multiply the tabled value by 2).

Particular tests: one population proportion

e TotestHp: p= poVvSHa: p # po, use

T = P— Po ’
v/ Po(1— po)/n
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with the critical value determined in the usual manner as a standard normal upper quantile.
p-values are also determined frol= t in an analogous manner. Hereshould not be

too small;npg(1 — po) > 5 should suffice. For smaller, there is a procedure we have not
covered based on the binomial distribution.

» Then for which a two-sided test opp has power 1- £ under the alternativep = p’ is
approximately

N (Za/2\/p0(1 — Po) + 25/ P(1 - IO’))2
P’ = Po ’
rounded up to the nearest integer. For a one-sided test, replaceith z,.

Chapter 9: Inferences based on two samples

Inferences about the difference of two population means

» Atwo-sided hypothesis test has the foH : 11— u2 = AgVSHAa : u1— u2 # Ag. Often,
Ao = 0. If the sample from population A is independent of the sample from population B,
reject whenT| > C*, where

B X =Y = Ag
J@D2/n+ (03)2/m;

Heres;, o5, andC* are like the values in the one-sample procedures. Howeveraf n,

is small ands is unknown, you need to assume normal population distributions andltreat
as having d distribution withv df. Here

T

nq n2

V= & n? LS

ni—1 no—1

(33

rounded to the nearest integer. Note thatfmin—1,n, — 1} <v < ng+ny + 1.

* A100(1— )% Cl for u1 — u takes the fornX — Y £ C* - SE, where SE is the denominator
of the test statistid .

» p-values can be found in the usual way from the value t and the corresponding table.

* Formulas forp can be derived from the structure of the test. Samples size calculations
are complicated, except in special cases. We do not give general formulas here, or for two
proportions below.

« |If the additional assumptioty = o> is tenable, use
B X =Y = Ag
\/SSOmeo(l/nl + 1/ n2)
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where

_ nl_l ) n2—1 2
ﬁooled— n1+n2_231+n1+n2_282-

* When each observation from sample Ais paired with an observation from sample B, inferences
are based on the differencBs = X; — Y;. The two-sample test dflp : u1 — u2 = Ao then
reduces to a one-sample testttyf : up = Ag, with the D;’s as the sample.

Inferences about the difference of two population proportions

« WhentestingHo : p1— p2 = Ao # 0, the situation is identical to the two-means case, except
(p1, P2) replaced X, Y) andpi (1 — i) replaces(ai*)z, i=1,2.
* When testingHp : p1 — p2 = 0, use
_ PL— P2
VPA - P A/ni+1/ng)

wherep is the combined sample estimatemfdefined by

f)— X-|-Y_ nq f)-l—
Tt nmtn ot n+n

P2 .
Here againn; andn, should not be small.

* NOTE: To build a confidence interval fqgu@y — p2, you should not use the pooled variance
estimate based op.



